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 Tea Museum of Korea

History of  Boseong T ea

Traditio n creates trust and trust is transfo rmed to  value - Bo seo ng  Green Tea

To ward hig her value, Bo seo ng  Green Tea will co ntinue to  make histo ry based o n tranditio n and

trust.

Historical Record of Boseong Green Tea (Literature)

Acco rding  to  an o fficial histo rical Bo seo ng  Co unty reco rd, tea was cultivated and pro cessed as a beverag e fo r

the first time when Bo g ho l-g un was merg ed with Mahan co unty o f the Baekjae dynasty (King  Geuncho , abo ut

369 BC).

Mo nks o f the Daewo n Buddhist temple first cultivated a tea plantatio n in Mundeo g -myeo n, Bo seo ng -g un

aro und 494 BC during  the reig n o f King  Do ng seo ng  o f the Baekjae dynasty. Tea trees are still cultivated o n the

o rig inal tea plantatio n fields to  this day.

Wo ng jeo m Daso  (lo cated in the Wo o ng chi area) has been cultivated fro m the middle o f the Ko rea dynasty to  the

early Cho sen dynasty. Tea is described as a native pro duct o f the Sang yang -ji area (reco rded in February 741:

Seung jeo ng -g iwo n-whujae-sinu) - Tea was pro duced lo ng  befo re 1478 (tea, nutmeg  nut, ramie, rush, etc).

To g o ng ji in Sejo ng -Shilro k-Jiriji (g eo g raphic descriptio n in the o fficial reco rds o f King  Sejo ng ) - 34 areas o f

pro ductio n (6 areas in Gyeo ng sang  Pro vince, 28 areas in Jeo lla Pro vince (including  Bo seo ng )

Native pro ducts were reco rded (tea, hemp, co tto n, ramie fabric,  rice, barley, beans) in the Bo seo ng -g un

chapter (Vo lume 40, Pag e 705) o f the Do ng g uk-yeo ji-seung lam (Year 1478). - Myeo ng -Bae Kim, Tea, Histo ry o f

Ko rean Tea, Part 4,  Chapter 2,  Area o f Tea Pro ductio n (Hak-Mo o n Sa)

An inscriptio n can be seen o n a Bo seo ng  Pag o da several hundred years o ld: "Ho meto wn o f Tea, Bo seo ng "

- Fo r hundreds o f years tea was presented to  the King  and even accepted as an alternative fo r paying  taxes in lieu

o f co in o r bullio n.

Extended cultivatio n since 1960: Histo ry o f Bo seo ng  Co unty (1995) - Resto ratio n o f tea culture and Bo seo ng

(Chapter 5)

History of Boseong Tea

Year 1939

A tea plantatio n planted fo r the first time in Ko rea - 30ha (Kyeo ng seo ng  Chemical Ltd) : Backg ro und: The to p so il

is deep and water drains well. Since Bo seo ng  has fertile so il with g ravel and is situated where co ntinental and

o ceanic climates co nverg e, a mist is created in the mo rning s that creates a natural shade. Green tea pro duced in

Bo seo ng  po ssesses the best aro ma and distinctive flavo rs. Because o f such o ptimal g eo g raphical and climatic

co nditio ns, as well as an histo rical traditio n, larg e-sized tea tree co mmunities have naturally fo rmed in Bo seo ng .

Japanese tea specialists have reco g nized Bo seo ng  as the best place to  pro duce tea.

Year 1946~1973

Develo pment o f 590ha as a special inco me pro ject fo r farming  and fishing  villag es (natio nwide 800ha)

Bos e ong  G re e n Te a Story >  His tory of Bos e ong  G re e n Te aHistory of  Boseong Green T ea

(http://www.boseong.go.kr)
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Year 1957

Bo ug ht and manag ed Daehan Tea Industry Co . Ltd, (Yeo ng -Seo p Jang )

Year 1965

50ha by Daehan Tea Industry, 30ha by Mo ng -Jung  San (Orient) Tea Plantatio n

Year 1969

Subsidized cultivatio n and planting  as a special inco me pro ject fo r farming  and fishing  villag es.

T he 1970s

Demand fo r tea decreased fro m the seco nd half o f the 1970s. Fro st damag e fo rced the clo sure o f so me tea

plantatio ns and the size o f cultivated land eventually decreased to  241ha.

Year 1973

Extended area o f cultivatio n to  590ha as part o f a special inco me pro ject fo r farming  and fishing  villag es (The size

o f the tea plantatio ns in Bo seo ng  acco unted fo r 74% o f the to tal o f tea plantatio ns natio nwide, 800ha.)

Year 1975

Daehan Tea Industry acquired permissio n fo r tea pro cessing .

Year 1982

Jag seo l Garden (Chan-Sik Seo  – o rg anized a meeting  o f tea tree cultivato rs and pro ducers)

Year 1985

The 1st Bo seo ng  Tea Ho meto wn Festival (o rg anized tea tree cultivato rs meeting )

Year 1990

Farmers started cultivating  tea trees and pro duced tea pro ducts.

Year 1996

Bo seo ng  Co unty established “10-year plan fo r co unty-wide tea tree cultivatio n” as a special pro ject.

Year 2004

Carried o ut the “263 plantatio ns, 95ha pro ject” (Pro ject Co st: 2.83 millio n KRW). The size o f cultivated land reached

646.3ha co mprising  537 plantatio ns.

Year 2007

1,363 plantatio ns cultivate g reen tea o n 1,148.7ha.

C O P YR IG HT ⓒ  BO S EO NG -G UN. ALL R IG HT

R ES ER VED.

(http://www.boseong.go.kr)
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